Cam Nghiém Vé Chuyén Thim Qué Hwong Thanh Pa Minh
Tai Caleruega, Burgos, Tay Ban Nha

Viéc dén tham noi sinh cia mot vi thanh khong chi la mot hanh trinh vé thé chat ma con
la mot cudc hanh trinh cia tdm hon. Khi tdi budc di qua thi trAn nhé co6 kinh Caleruega,
thudc tinh Burgos, Ty Ban Nha, t6i cdm nhian dwoc sw két ndi khong thé phi nhén véi qua
khir da dinh hinh cdnh quan tim linh cta v6 s6 ngwoi. Khong khi dwong nhe mang theo
nhirng loi thi thdm cida lich sty, dirc tin va su sting kinh, toa ra tir nhirng con dwong lat da,
nhirng toa nha da co6 kinh va nhirng ngon do6i bao quanh thi trdn. Pay khong chi la mot
chuyén di dén mot di tich lich st; d6 1a mot cudc gap go véi di sdn bén virng ctia Thanh Pa
Minh de Guzmadn, dang sang lap Dong Pa Minh.

Noi Sinh: Khéi Pau Gian Di

Ngdi nha noi Thanh Pa Minh ra doi dirng nhw mot minh chirng cho nguén goc khiém
nhwong ma tir d6 nhirng nha lanh dao tinh than vi dai thwong xuat hién. Khi dirng trueée
ciu truc nay, don so trong cach xiy dwng, toi dd cdm nhin dwoc sw gian di bao quanh cudc
séng ban dau cla ngai, ngwdi ma sau ndy sé dnh hwéng siu sic dén dwong 16i clia Gido
Hoi. Ngoi nha, v&i nhirng birc twérng da day va nhirng 6 ctra s6 nhd, dworng nhw phan dnh
cac dirc tinh khiém nhwong va nghéo khé ma Thanh Pa Minh da thé hién trong suét cudc
doi cda ngai.
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Chinh tai ngdi nha nho bé nay, mot hat giong da dwoc gieo trong - mot hat giéng sé phat
trién thanh mot cdy dic tin cao 1én, gido duc va phuc vu. Suy nghi rang ngui sang 14p ra
mdt trong nhirng dong tu c6 4nh hwdng nhit da bat dau cudc doi minh & mot noi khiém
nhwong nhw vy 1a mot 1o nhic nhé manh mé rang sw vi dai thwong bat ngudn tir nhirng
kh&i ddu nho bé. Diéu nay thach thirc ching ta nhin ra tiém nadng trong cudc séng cua
chinh minh, du cho hoan canh cda ching ta c6 khiém nhwéong dén dau.

#DSICCaleruega2024
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Nha Tho: Noi Tho Phwong va Suy GAm

Nha th¢ danh riéng cho Thanh Pa Minh tai Caleruega khong chi la mot noi the phwong
ma con la mot ngon hai dang vé dnh hwdng lau dai ctia ngai. Khi budc vao nha tho, toi da
duoc bao boc béi mot cdm giac ton kinh sau sac. Nhirng birc twong da ¢6 kinh, mat lanh
va chic chdn khi cham vao, dwdng nhw dap theo nhip cau nguyén cta vd sd tin hiru da dén
day dé tim kiém sw an i, hwéng dan va cdm hirng.

Khi nhin vao ban tho, dwoc trang tri bang nhirng cham khic don gidn nhwng dep mat, toi
cam thdy mot sw két ndi siu sdc véi tAm linh da truyén cdm hitng cho Thanh Pa Minh sudt
cudc doi clia ngai. Pay c6 thé 1 noi ngai 1an dau tién tiép xtic véi cac nghi 1€ va bi tich cla
Gido Hoi, noi ngai 1an diu tién dwgc ddnh dong béi strc manh cda dirc tin. Nha tho, véi
trdn nha cao va dnh sang nhe nhang xuyén qua cac 6 kinh mau, di mang dén mot khong
gian cho sw suy niém tinh ling - mot noi d€ suy ngdm vé cudc doi cia Thanh Pa Minh va
nhirng nhan dirc ma ngai di sdng: chin ly, siéng nang trong hoc tip, va cam két kién dinh
v&i viéc phuc vu anh chi em déng loai.

Chinh tai day, toi nhin ra tim quan trong cua cdng doan trong sw phat trién tim linh. Nha
tho khong chi la mot toa nha; ma con 1a noi tu hop clia nhirng nguw i tin, 13 biéu twong cla
ban chit cong doan trén hanh trinh tim linh cda ching ta. Cudc doi cia Thanh Pa Minh
dwoc danh diu bdi sw cam két cda ngai d6i véi cong doan, doi voi viée gido duc va ning
do ngwoi khac. Khi téi quy xudng cdu nguyén, téi cdm nhin mot cdm gidc méi vé muc dich
dé tim kiém va nudi dwdng cac cong doan trong cudc séng cia chinh minh.
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Ngo6i Nha: Di San Caa Pirc Tin Va Hoc Tap

bi bd qua thi tran, cudi cung tdi dd dén ngodi nha noi Thanh Pa Minh da séng khi con tré.
Ng6i nha nay, giéng nhw noi ngai sinh ra, khong phé trwong, nhwng lai mang mot khong
khi ctia strc manh va muc dich thdm ldng. Ngbi nha drng nhw mot chirng nhin im lang cho
nhirng ndm thang dau doi cia mot ngwdi ma cudc sdng sé sém dwoc danh cho viéc tim
kiém chéin ly qua gido duc va bdo vé dirc tin.

Tai ngbi nha nay, toi twéng twong Thanh Pa Minh khi con la mot thanh nién, diy nhirng
ciu hoi, hy vong va wéc mo, giong nhw bat ky ai trong chiing ta ngay nay. Nhwng khac véi
nhiéu nguwdi, ngai da hwdng nang lwgng tudi tré ciia minh vao mot sit mang phuc vu ngudi
khac trong sudt cudc doi. Ngbi nha nay khong chi 1a mot noi cw tri; diy con la noi may
twdng va ly twdng ctia ngai da dwoc nubi dwong, dat nén mong cho cong viéc twong lai cia
ngai.
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ching ta. Ngdi nha ctia Thanh Pa Minh nhdc nhé tdi ring mdi tredng xung quanh, nhirng
nguoi ching ta twong tac va nhirng gia tri ma chung ta tran trong c6 thé anh hwéong dang
ké dén con dwong song cua chung ta. Piéu nay thach thirc ching ta tao ra nhirng khong
gian - ca vé mit vat chat 1an tinh than - khuyé&n khich sy phat trién, hoc tip va viéc theo
dudi chan ly.

Mot Hanh Trinh Ctia TAm Hén

Chuyén tham Caleruega khong chi 1a mot cudc hanh trinh thé xac; né 1a mot cudc hanh
hwong cta trai tim va tAm tri. Mdi buwéc toi di trong qué hwong ctia Thanh Da Minh dudong
nhw 12 mot budc gan hon dén viéc hiéu dwoc tadc ddong su sdc clia cudc doi va di sén cla
ngai. Ciu chuyén cda ngai la mot cdu chuyén vé sy bién déi - vé mot khai dau khiém
nhwong tao nén mot cudc doi cdng hién cho Thién Chua va sw phat trién cia nhan loai.

Bén canh d6, tdi mang theo mot cdm hirng sau sdc va modt sw cam két méi ddi vdi viéc sdng
mot cudc doi c6 muc dich. Cudc doi cia Thanh Pa Minh thach thirc tit ca ching ta nhin xa
hon hoan canh cia minh, tim kiém chan ly va danh ca doi minh dé phuc vu ngwdi khéc. Di
sdn cda ngai la mot 1i nhic nhé rang sw vi dai khong dwoc dinh nghia b&i sy giau co, dia
vi hay quyén lwc, ma béi do sdu clia dirc tin, sitc manh clia niém tin va sy sdn sang hanh
déng dé phuc vu mot muc dich cao hon.

Tai Caleruega, to6i khong chi tim thiy noi sinh ciia mét vi thanh, ma con la mét ngon dudc
dan dwong cho tat ca ching ta d€n mot cudc séng céd y nghia, cong doan va dirc tin kién
dinh.
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A Reflection on Visiting St. Dominic's Hometown in Caleruega, Burgos, Spain

Visiting the birthplace of a saint is not merely a journey of the body but one of the soul.
As I walked through the small, ancient town of Caleruega in the province of Burgos,
Spain, [ felt an undeniable connection to a past that has shaped the spiritual landscape
of countless individuals. The very air seemed to carry whispers of history, faith, and
devotion, which emanated from the cobblestone streets, weathered stone buildings, and
rolling hills surrounding the town. This was not just a trip to a historical site; it was an
encounter with the enduring legacy of St. Dominic de Guzman, the founder of the
Dominican Order.

The Birthplace: A Humble Beginning

The house where St. Dominic was born stands as a testament to the humble origins from
which great spiritual leaders often arise. As I stood before the structure, modest in its
construction, [ was struck by the simplicity that surrounded the early life of this man
who would go on to influence the course of the Church so profoundly. The house, with
its thick stone walls and small windows, seemed to echo the virtues of humility and
poverty that St. Dominic embodied throughout his life.

Here, in this small home, a seed was planted - one that would grow into a towering tree
of faith, education, and service. The thought that the founder of one of the most
influential religious orders began his life in such a modest place serves as a powerful
reminder that greatness often has small beginnings. It challenges us to recognize the
potential within our own lives, no matter how unassuming our circumstances may seem.

The Church: A Place of Worship and Reflection

The church dedicated to St. Dominic in Caleruega stands not just as a place of worship
but as a beacon of his enduring influence. Entering the church, I was enveloped by a
deep sense of reverence. The centuries-old stone walls, cool and solid to the touch,
seemed to pulse with the prayers of the countless faithful who had come here seeking
solace, guidance, and inspiration.

As 1 gazed at the altar, adorned with simple yet beautiful carvings, I felt a profound
connection to the spirituality that had inspired St. Dominic throughout his life. This was
the place where he had likely first encountered the rituals and sacraments of the Church,
where he had first been moved by the power of faith. The church, with its high ceilings
and soft light filtering through stained glass, offered a space for quiet contemplation - a
place to meditate on the life of St. Dominic and the virtues he espoused: truth, diligence
in study, and unwavering commitment to the service of others.

It was here that I realized the significance of community in spiritual growth. The church
is not just a building; it is a gathering place for the faithful, a symbol of the communal
nature of our spiritual journey. St. Dominic’s life was marked by his commitment to
community, to the education and upliftment of others. As I knelt in prayer, I felt a
renewed sense of purpose to seek out and nurture the communities in my own life.
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The House: A Legacy of Faith and Learning

Walking through the town, [ eventually arrived at the house where St. Dominic had lived
as a young man. This home, like his birthplace, was unpretentious, yet it carried an aura
of quiet strength and purpose. The house stood as a silent witness to the early years of a
man whose life would soon be dedicated to the pursuit of truth through education and
the defense of the faith.

In this house, [ imagined St. Dominic as a young man, filled with questions, hopes, and
dreams, much like any of us today. But unlike many, he channeled his youthful energy
into a lifelong mission of service to others. This house was more than just a residence; it
was a place where his ideas and ideals were nurtured, where the foundations of his
future work were laid.

Reflecting on this, | was struck by the importance of our own environments in shaping
our spiritual and intellectual lives. The house of St. Dominic reminded me that our
surroundings, the people we interact with, and the values we hold dear can significantly
influence our life’s path. It challenges us to create spaces - both physical and spiritual -
that foster growth, learning, and the pursuit of truth.

A Journey of the Soul

The visit to Caleruega was more than a physical journey; it was a pilgrimage of the heart
and mind. Each step I took in the hometown of St. Dominic felt like a step closer to
understanding the profound impact of his life and legacy. His story is one of
transformation - of a humble beginning giving rise to a life dedicated to God and the
betterment of humanity.

Besides, I carried with me a deep sense of inspiration and a renewed commitment to
living a life of purpose. St. Dominic’s life challenges us all to look beyond our
circumstances, to seek out truth, and to dedicate ourselves to the service of others. His
legacy is a reminder that greatness is not defined by wealth, status, or power, but by the
depth of one’s faith, the strength of one’s convictions, and the willingness to act in
service of a higher purpose.

In Caleruega, I found not just the birthplace of a saint, but a beacon of light guiding us all
toward a life of meaning, community, and unwavering faith.
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